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Summary 

Draft  Water  Management  Plan  for  the 
South  Saskatchewan  River  Basin 


This  plan  reflects  the  balance  that  the  Government  of  Alberta  is  striving  to  achieve 
for  Albertans  between  protecting  the  aquatic  environment  of  the  SSRB's  main  rivers, 
and  the  water  diversion  and  consumption  that  contributes  to  economic  prosperity 
in  southern  Alberta.  The  plan  was  prepared  as  a result  of  receiving  Albertans'  views 
on  the  direction  water  management  should  take  in  the  SSRB. 

The  plan  will  provide  the  foundation  for  future  watershed  management  planning  of 
sub-basins  in  the  SSRB. 

Recommendations 

The  recommendations  made  in  the 
plan  represent  advice  to  the  Minister 
of  Environment  and  the  Director,  who 
are  responsible  for  making  decisions 
under  the  Water  Act.  The  provisions 
described  in  the  plan  are  other 
actions  to  be  taken  by  Alberta 
Environment  (AENV). 


. ..striving  for  a haCance 
6etween  protecting  the 
aquatic  environment  ancC 
water  consumption  in 
southern  ACherta. . . 


OnCy  the  (Phase  One  components  of  the  draft 
pCan  have  6een  approved  6y  Cabinet.  Once 
approved  6y  the  Lieutenant  Qovemor-in- 
CounciC,  this  '9LE"W'p[an  wid  6e  an 
“Approved "Water  Management  (p[an  ” as 
defined  6y  the  "Water Act. 


The  principal  recommendation  contained  in  the  plan  is  that: 

• Alberta  Environment  stop  accepting  applications  for  new  water  allocations  in 
the  Bow,  Oldman  and  South  Saskatchewan  River  sub-basins  until  the  Minister  of 
Environment  specifies  how  water  not  currently  allocated  should  be  used  (in 
other  words,  create  a Crown  reservation  of  water). 


Other  recommendations  and  provisions  included  are: 

• Alberta  Environment  set  the  total  amount  of  water  available  for  allocation  in  the 
Red  Deer  River  sub-basin  at  600,000,000  cubic  meters,  an  amount  which  would 
be  subject  to  re-evaluation  from  time 
to  time  with  new  information  on  the 
aquatic  environment  and  the 
reliability  of  licences. 

• Alberta  Environment  continue  to 
consider  the  SSRB  as  a whole  in  order 
to  meet  the  Master  Agreement  on  Apportionment.  A committee  consisting  of 
sub-basin  representatives  will  be  formed  to  provide  advice  to  AENV  on  how  best 
to  meet  apportionment  on  an  operational  basis. 


• Alberta  Environment  establish  the  following  Water 
Conservation  Objectives  (WCOs): 

□ Bow  fBearsoaw  Dam  to  Bassano  Dam),  Oldman, 

St.  Mary,  Belly  and  Waterton  Rivers  WCOs: 

A rate  of  flow  1 0 per  cent  greater  than  the  existing 
instream  objectives  (Bow  and  Oldman  rivers)  or  1 0 per 
cent  greater  than  the  existing  WCOs  for  the  St.  Mary, 
Belly,  and  Waterton  Rivers  to  improve  the  aquatic 
environment  and  riparian  health. 

□ Bow  River  (Bassano  Dam  to  mouth)  WCO: 

A rate  of  flow  of  1 7. 1 cms  (cubic  meters  per  second)  to 
improve  the  aquatic  environment  and  riparian  health. 

□ South  Saskatchewan  River  WCO: 

A rate  of  flow  of  42.5  cms  to  improve  the  aquatic 
environment  and  riparian  health. 


□ Red  Deer  River  WCO: 

Upstream  of  confluence  with  Blindman  River: 
o A rate  of  flow  that  is  45%  of  the  natural  rate  of  flow, 
or  1 6 cms,  whichever  is  greater  at  any  point  in  time, 
for  all  future  licences  and  licences  with  a retrofit 
provision. 

Downstream  of  confluence  with  Blindman  River: 
o For  future  licences  for  withdrawals  from  November  to  March,  inclusive: 
A rate  of  flow  that  is  45%  of  the  natural  rate  of  flow,  or  1 6 cms, 
whichever  is  greater  at  any  point  in  time, 
o For  future  licences  for  withdrawals  from  April  to  October,  inclusive: 

A rate  of  flow  that  is  45%  of  the  natural  rate  of  flow,  or  1 0 cms, 
whichever  is  greater  at  any  point  in  time, 
o For  licences  with  a retrofit  provision: 

A rate  of  flow  that  is  45%  of  the  natural  rate  of  flow,  or  1 0 cms, 
whichever  is  greater  at  any  point  in  time. 


Jfr[6erta  Environment  recognizes  and  accepts 
that  the  Cimits  for  water  aCCocations  are 
6eing  reached  in  the  (Bow,  Oldman,  and 
South  Saskatchewan  (River  suS-6asins. 


This  WCO  is  designed  to  permit  water  diversion  while  setting  a limit  on  negative 
impacts  on  the  aquatic  environment. 


Alberta  Environment  apply  for  licences  to  permit  water 
to  be  held  for  WCOs  or  protection  of  the  aquatic 
environment  in  order  to  take  opportunities  to  secure 
water  for  these  purposes. 

The  South  Saskatchewan  Basin  Water  Allocation 
Regulation  (1 991 ) be  repealed. 

The  Director  is  authorized  to  consider  applications  for 
transfers  of  water  allocations. 


dhe  Water  for  Life: 
fifoerta 's  Strategy  for 
Sustaina6iCity  is  the 
government  of  JA.C6erta's 
approach  to  water 
management.  It  outdnes 
a comprehensive  set  of 
strategies  and  actions 
that  wiff  ensure 


The  Director  is  authorized  to  withhold  up  to  10  per  cent 
of  the  volume  of  water  being  transferred  if  it  is 
considered  to  be  in  the  public  interest  to  protect  the 
aquatic  environment  or  to  implement  a WCO. 


Mhertans  have  safe, 
secure  drinking  water; 
heaCthy  aquatic 
ecosystems;  and  a 
reCia6Ce  suppCyfor  a 
sustaina6Ce  economy. 


The  Director  shall  consider  the  matters  and  factors 
provided  in  this  plan  in  making  decisions  on 

applications  for  licences,  preliminary  certificates,  approvals,  or  transfers  of  an 
allocation  of  water. 


• To  improve  the  efficiency,  effectiveness  and  productivity  of  water  use  AENV  will 
act  in  three  broad  water  management  areas: 

□ continue  to  improve  water  management  and  administration  of  water 
allocations, 

□ support  the  development  of  water  markets  for  transfers  to 
accommodate  re-distribution  of  water  already  allocated,  and 

□ encourage  improvements  in  water  conservation  by  water  users. 


. . . Improve  the  efficiency, 
effectiveness  and 
productivity  of  water 
use... 


• In  the  Bow,  Oldman,  and  South  Saskatchewan  River  sub-basins,  opportunities  to 
restore  flows  to  meet  WCOs  should  be  taken.  Licence  holders  will  be 
encouraged  to  take  voluntary  action  to  help  restore  flows. 

• Watershed  Planning  and  Advisory  Councils  (WPACs)  are  encouraged  to 
consider  the  priorities  in  their  watersheds  and  undertake  future  watershed 
management  planning  with  this  water  management  plan  as  a foundation.  A 
number  of  priorities  are  suggested. 


• No  licence  will  be  cancelled  for  the 
sole  reason  of  accomplishing 
recommended  outcomes  of  this  plan. 
Normal  administration  of  water 
allocations  by  Alberta  Environment  will 
continue,  which  may  involve  canceling 
licences  on  grounds  under  the  Water 
Act. 

For  More  Information 

Copies  of  the  plan  and  background 
documents  can  be  found  at 
www.environment.gov.ab.ca 
For  additional  information,  contact  Alberta 
Environment  at  (403)  297-6250 
(toll-free  in  Alberta  by  calling  310-0000). 
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